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Dear Readers,

Nose in a book. That was me as a child and not much has changed. Reading - and now 
writing - are two of my greatest joys. I’m thrilled I get to share these stories with you and 
be a part of the fabulous reading community. Thank you for loving books! 

I’m a wife, mother of three and brand strategist in Oklahoma. I graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma with a B.A. in Journalism and was a member of Alpha Chi 
Omega. Besides being active with AXO, I’m a Cub Scout mom and dance mom. I love 
yoga, Zumba and long walks on the beach. Okay, I *would* like walks on a beach if I lived 
near one. :) 

Let’s connect at http://malenalott.com or follow me on Twitter, Instagram, Goodreads or  
Facebook.  Learn more about other Buzz authors at www.buzzbooksusa.com. Find out how 
to win a free Kindle ebook and take advantage of the Buzz BOGO offer at the end of the 
sampler.  I hope you enjoy these story samples. 

Peace. Love. Read. 

Malena Lott

To schedule an interview, speaking engagement or book club visit, email buzzbooksusa@me.com.

L to R: Tina McGarry, 
Malena Lott, Nikki 
Mitchell at a #flytour 
book party
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FAMILY CHARMS
What if your mother left and you 
didn’t hear from her for 20 years? 

 Marlo came home from school 
one day to find her mother gone. 
Twenty years later, she gets a 
letter from Elizabeth inviting her 
three daughters on a trip around 
the world to see where she’s been 
the last 20 years – and what kept 
her away. What follows is an 
emotional ride for a family torn 
apart by abandonment, infidelity, 
cancer and a fear of commitment. 
Marlo, Taryn and Amelia are three 
sisters as different as they come, 
but united in their feelings of 
betrayal. Is it ever too late to 
trust in love? Take a journey 
around the world to learn the 
meaning of family and 
forgiveness.

Author Note:

Family Charms was inspired by 
my experience being estranged 
from my mother for 20 years. Like 
Marlo, I also had a reunion when I 
was 25, but we did not get a trip 
around the world. The emotional 
truths in the book are very real 
thought the story - and actual 
journey - is fiction. It’s my most 
personal novel yet and I hope 
you’ll connect with the theme of 
family and sisterhood.

What readers are saying:

“Reading this was a gift. Malena Lott will make you 
feel love, compassion, and forgiveness.”

“A novel that will make you laugh and cry...brings out 
your emotions and your personal family dynamic.”

“I felt as if I were in the book on the journey with them 
to find their mother and felt their frustrations along the 
way.” 

“Keeps you guessing just what surprises wait at the 
next stop.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM FAMILY CHARMS:

1

Marlo, the Oldest Sister

I preferred to believe my mother was dead.
I imagined she’d died both tragically and quietly. Over the years, her deaths became my richest 

memories of her, fictional and yet far more real than the fuzzy truth. There was the fire, the first of 
many heroic deaths I gave her, in which she clawed through the smoky two bedroom house to rescue 
her three sleeping girls, a baby, a toddler, and me, a preschooler. After she’d handed my baby sister 
Amelia over to the fireman, the roof collapsed, and she screamed her final breath. There would be a 
big write-up in the paper and all my life I would hear how lucky I was to be alive. That I had a mother 
who would risk her life to save mine.

As I grew older, her death scenes became more vivid, darker, even comical. Like the time she ran 
off to join the circus and fell off the high wire dressed in her sparkling tutu, splatting next to the 
grinning clown on the floor below. 

In history class, I imagined she perished alongside the nurses who blew up when bombs hit their 
medical tents in World War I, from the Black Plague in Europe or even in the concentration camps of 
Nazi Germany, her blue eyes the last bit of color on her bone-thin face. Even in her historical deaths, 
she typically played the victim and the savior.  As the Titanic began to sink, she placed my sisters and 
I on a lifeboat with strangers because there was only room for us. As we drifted off into the cold night 
air, I watched her fall to her death in the icy sea. 

So what was I to make of this, a letter from beyond the grave, received on my twenty-fifth 
birthday? I stare at the return address and realize for all the ways I’d killed her in my mind, my 
mother is still very much among the living.  No address, only her name. Elizabeth Barnes. Her 
married name, unchanged after all these years. Could she not bother with the paperwork? 

My fingers begin to burn so I drop the envelope onto the painted entry table. She did not deserve 
my father’s name, a good man who had died a real death, years before his time. 

The letter is silent, yet its presence blares through my small historic home like nonsensical rock 
music. I catch my reflection in the mirror and am ashamed I’ve let a single tear fall. I swore I would 
never cry another drop for her. 

...

To continue reading get it at Amazon or Barnes and Noble in trade paperback or 
ebook. 

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/Family-Charms-Novel-Malena-Lott/dp/1938493125/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375622920&sr=1-1&keywords=family+charms
http://www.amazon.com/Family-Charms-Novel-Malena-Lott/dp/1938493125/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375622920&sr=1-1&keywords=family+charms
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/family-charms-malena-lott/1116010134?ean=9781938493126
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/family-charms-malena-lott/1116010134?ean=9781938493126
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TWIN FALLS
MESSENGERS 1
by Lena Brown 

Twin Falls, Texas  Population: 
Unknown

What if you thought you were 
all alone in the world, only to 
find out you had a secret twin 
in a hidden colony deep under 
the red dirt in the middle of 
nowhere? After her mother 
dies, Eve is sent to live with a 
family she never knew, just 
days before her 16th 
birthday.  The one-horse town 
is a cover for the Order of the 
Messenger Angels, but their 
enemies,  The Crusaders, 
believe they are evil incarnate 
and won’t stop until the Order 
is wiped out.  Eve’s heart — 
and her life — are in danger. 
Can she save them before it’s 
too late?

Author Note:
Twin Falls is my first young 
adult novel and I’m using the 
pen name Lena Brown, which 
is also my maiden name. The 
book is based on a dream I 
had several years ago about 
twins in a small town coupled 
with my fascination with 
angel lore - and okay, 
cowboys. I had great fun 
creating their world, biology 
and powers. I’m currently 
writing the next book in the 
trilogy. 

What readers are saying:

“An awesome, drama-filled twist on messenger 
angels-in-training that you’ll devour page by page!”  
—Kelly Parra, author of Graffiti Girl, Invisible Touch 
and the Supernatural Hunter Chronicles

“The title piqued my interest with the twin aspect and I 
was quickly drawn into the story with well-developed 
characters. I'm so glad there will be more of this series 
as I'm eager to follow the characters into their next 
adventure. Well-written and very creative!”

“I loved the story and character development. I am 
looking forward to seeing what the town is up to 
next.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM TWIN FALLS BY LENA BROWN

Chapter 1

 Wednesday
I couldn’t shake the feeling I was being chased from one life into another.
“Maybe it’s just a coincidence,”  I said, peering at the fuzzy dark spot growing larger by the 

second in the rearview mirror. I rubbed my wet palms on the skirt of my school uniform—
pleated khaki skirt, a white blouse and white Converse sneakers—wishing I’d changed into 
something less prep school. 

“No such thing as coincidence, Eve,”  Sister Maria said as she gripped the steering wheel 
tighter. “Fate is paying us a visit.”

The black pickup had been following us since Kansas City on a long stretch of desolate 
asphalt hot enough to fry eggs. We were now somewhere in Oklahoma, the ultimate “middle of 
nowhere”. Nothing but prairie land far and wide, cows chewing cud, some waving wheat beneath 
a light blue sky and the occasional barking dog behind fences as we passed by. Every mile 
looked like a clone of the last.

Some people only associate fate with fairy tales, but Sister Maria credits fate for the light 
and the dark. Lately, mine was going from darker to pitch black.

To hear Maria tell it, fate is as prescient as a black cloud, following you throughout life, 
waiting to strike like lightning. Apparently, fate had followed us across state lines. 

The driver behind us was gunning it, anxious to make his move, whatever the hell that was 
going to be. The closer he came, the more my ear rang. Not the trill of a phone ringing, but a 
steady frequency that told me danger was close. My own inner ear Spidey sense.  

The ringing started when I was a toddler, a high-pitched tone that got louder the more 
dangerous a situation became. I assumed everyone had it, but my mom said we aren’t all built 
with this security alarm, so I should pay attention. As if I had a choice.

Maria pursed her lips and drove as if her life depended on it. The scary part is—what if? 
Ever since my mom died, I’d wanted to die, too; but now that it seemed a distinct possibility, I 
took it back.

I don’t want to be swarmed by buzzards like prairie sushi.

...

To read more get it at Amazon | Barnes & Noble in trade paperback or ebook. 

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/Twin-Falls-Novel-Messengers-ebook/dp/B00DMSX1QW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1373827281&sr=8-1&keywords=twin+falls+lena+brown
http://www.amazon.com/Twin-Falls-Novel-Messengers-ebook/dp/B00DMSX1QW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1373827281&sr=8-1&keywords=twin+falls+lena+brown
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/twin-falls-lena-brown/1115867092?ean=2940016569956
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/twin-falls-lena-brown/1115867092?ean=2940016569956
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SOMETHING NEW

In this modern retelling of the Princess 
and the Pauper, three generations of 
women live together in a loft in an urban 
district as they redefine love and 
happiness and the meaning of “having it 
all.”

Meet the Apples. Matriarch Maeve, 85, is 
losing her mind to Alzheimer’s, and after 
she receives a note that the musical, The 
Princess and the Pauper, is being revived, 
she believes she’s 25 again, when she 
starred in the show. Suddenly, she’s a 
stage diva again and can’t stop talking 
about her co-star, Canty, someone her 
daughter and grand-daughters had never 
heard of. Bess, Maeve’s only daughter, is 
dealing with her divorce at the same time 
she’s planning her 25 year-old daughter’s 
wedding. 

To make things worse, they are starring in 
a reality TV show, Luxe Weddings, but no 
one knows the Apples aren’t as wealthy as 
everyone believes. Her oldest daughter, 
Kelly, 35, has a secret of her own: she’s 
pregnant by a donor, but is afraid to tell 
her family due to their position in the 
community. Just when she’s given up men, 
Kelly meets Edgar, the producer of The 
Princess and the Pauper, who hires her to 
plan the launch and wants to include 
Maeve in the show. 

Meanwhile, the youngest Apple, curvy 
shoe-addict, Gwen, struggles with her 
weight and keeping up with the other 
brides-to-be on the reality show, when the 
stage bug – and love bug – hit her at the 
worst possible time. 

Author Note:  My first book to be set in 
my hometown of Oklahoma City, it’s likely 
also the most romantic. I loved writing 
about three generations of a family and a 
long-lost love.                                                 

What readers are saying:

“She delivers a novel of remarkable wit and insight. 
This book is a treasure.”—Ellen Meister, author of The 
Other Life

“It’s endearing, romantic, and utterly satisfying...” - 
Jess Riley, author of Driving Sideways

“The Apples are witty, passionate women.” - Christa 
Allan, author of Love Finds You in New Orleans 

“Not only are the female characters strong but also 
flawed and relatable. Something New had me crying 
and laughing; I was absolutely unable to put it down.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM SOMETHING NEW

Chapter 1

Kelly 

I’m going to be honest: I don’t think it’s natural to have three people present at a conception. 

Even a wild-eyed liberal like me moons for the picket-fence version of  family, but damn if  I didn’t 

find myself  laying there, legs in stirrups, with not one, but two people prepping me for conception

—neither of  them glistening with lust. Hell, one of  them wasn’t even male, though she did look an 

awful lot like Tom Hanks.

They say it takes a village to raise a child. In my case, it took nine bad boyfriends, three months 

of  donor daddy research, one blue-eyed doc that looks like he just plays one on TV, the manly 

nurse, and donor #61894—all to get a shot at conceiving one. 

And I do literally mean “shot.” The white liquid appeared on the ultrasound, a mushroom 

cloud of  sperm that took the speedboat through the twin Venice canals that are my fallopian tubes 

and docked in my uterus. Now it was every sperm for himself  in the final lap to my mature egg. By 

mature, we’re talking thirty-five big ones, which in egg years means she’s swapped her subscription 

of  Cosmo for AARP. Only a dose of  Clomid got the ol’ gal out of  her rocker for a trip to the port 

to meet the sailors. I just prayed the 500 million swimmers didn’t take a look at her and decide 

they’d rather die than hatch a human with her. It’s not a complete exaggeration, since the 

aforementioned boyfriends all had come to that conclusion one way or another. 

“You okay?” Doc asked when he was finished, peeling off  his latex glove, his blue eyes shining 

with nothing but concern.

“It was good for me. Was it good for you?” The joke fell flat and the nurse raised her bushy 

eyebrows in mock horror. I know nothing about motherhood yet, but I’m pretty sure a good 

mother-to-be doesn’t make sex jokes upon conception, unless it’s with the father-to-be.

...

Continue reading in trade paperback or ebook at  Amazon or B & N

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/Something-New-ebook/dp/B00A1HCKOG/ref=tmm_kin_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1355700336&sr=1-12
http://www.amazon.com/Something-New-ebook/dp/B00A1HCKOG/ref=tmm_kin_title_0?ie=UTF8&qid=1355700336&sr=1-12
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/something-new-malena-lott/1113489349?ean=9781938493058
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/something-new-malena-lott/1113489349?ean=9781938493058
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FIXER UPPER

What would you give up to 
get the life of your dreams?

So this is what the last straw 
looks like. Macy Baxter 
hightails it to the heartland to 
heal her broken heart and 
search for the answers to 
fixing her life and saving her 
family’s vineyard, Dust Bowl 
Winery. With the hot pink tool 
belt her daddy gave her for her 
35th birthday, Macy starts 
turning her life around, one 
makeover project at a time. 
Thanks to the presence other 
high school boyfriend-turned-
carpenter and the computer 
nerd-turned-millionaire who 
hires her to turn the 
abandoned Art Deco hospital 
into a modern home, Macy 
finds it’s not too late for 
romance or a career of her 
own. But will her absence 
make her husband’s heart 
grow fonder? Will she cast a 
vote for the posh life or the 
pastures?

Author Note:
Confession - I’m an avid fixer 
upper, but I’m not naturally 
gifted at it. I love architecture, 
before and afters, interior 
design...and wine. I’m 
fascinated by vineyards and 
when I visited one in 
Oklahoma, I knew I had to 
make it a setting for a book. I 
love the “going home” angle of 
the book and how she is fixing 
up her life right along with the 
farmhouse. And who doesn’t 
wonder if the old flame still 
burns hot? 

What readers are saying:

“When a power-hungry politician’s wife leaves her 
glamorous but shallow marriage, hightails it for her 
childhood home and trades in her perfectly tailored suits for 
zebra-print cowboy boots and a pink tool belt, you can bet 
things get dusty, and dicey. Fixer Upper is a sassy, fun read 
that proves going home can sometimes be the smartest 
thing a broken-hearted woman can do.”
-Beth Hoffman, New York Times bestselling author of 
Saving CeeCee Honeycutt

“Very touching story with the perfect mixture of humor and 
drama.”

“The combination of female empowerment and subtle 
romance sets the stage for a realistic plot that left me not 
wanting to put this book down.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM FIXER UPPER

Chapter 1

Good assortment of pounding tools includes:
1) rubber hammer
2) wooden mallet

3) ripping hammer
4) claw hammer

5) a 10-pound sledge hammer

When I awoke, for a split second I thought my life was normal. I was the Macy Baxter I’d 
crafted with meticulous precision, the one who could be counted on for slice-and-bake cookies 
on playdates, volunteer work at the PTA, and impressive wine-and-cheese fundraisers for my 
husband’s campaigns. 

Then came the crash, the recollection that I was in bed in the room I’d grown up in, and I 
didn’t know who I was anymore. 

I couldn’t tell what time of day it was, but I could hear my daughters’ laughter outside, 
carried by the breeze into the second-story window of the farmhouse where it mixed with my 
grief. Must be afternoon. After 72 hours, I still felt like a lady on the lam, breaking free of my 
posh prison two thousand miles away. I couldn’t believe they hadn’t hunted me down and 
forced me to return in pearl shackles and designer stripes. 

I slipped the card from my father off the nightstand and re-read it for the dozenth time.

Macy,
I guess now that you’re 35, you’re old enough for your very own tool belt. I know I always said 

tools were best left to men, but your old man was just being old-fashioned. I can’t think of a better show 
of girl power than a woman who knows her way around a toolbox and isn’t afraid to use it. As always, 
rely on the Good Book for your moral compass and my sacred Better Homes and Gardens Handyman’s 

Book for everything else. May this be the best year of your life yet. Happy Birthday.
Love, Dad

I tacked the card to my corkboard, wishing he were alive to help me through this. He’d 
bought the gift just days before his death six months ago, and Mama had found it in his tool 
shed when she’d been looking for something else. She’d mailed it to me in Atlanta and I’d 
opened it moments before my swank surprise 35th birthday party at the Ritz Carlton. 

To read more, get Fixer Upper in ebook at B&N or Amazon. 

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/fixer-upper-malena-lott/1103651089?ean=2940148693932
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/fixer-upper-malena-lott/1103651089?ean=2940148693932
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B004HO5XIO/athesbook-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B004HO5XIO/athesbook-20
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The Stork Reality: Some surprises 
start small.

What to expect when you’re expecting? 
For a career-driven couple that didn’t 
plan on having children – and two best 
friends with different dreams of 
motherhood – it’s a nine-month roller 
coaster ride.

Creative director Taylor Montgomery 
gets the surprise of her life when she 
finds out she’s pregnant the same day 
her best friend, Hilarie, finds out she’s 
not. Taylor never wanted to be a mom, 
but it’s all Hilarie has dreamed about. 
The Stork Reality: Secrets from the 
Underbelly updates the original novel 
about the journey to motherhood and 
how pregnancy changes marriage, 
work, and even close friendships.

Taylor experiences the stork reality as 
she maneuvers the wild new world of 
moms-to-be and comes to terms with 
what it means to be a family.

This humorous, poignant novel will 
appeal to women and moms in all 
stages and celebrates that no two 
pregnancies, moms or approaches to 
motherhood are the same.

Author Note: The Stork Reality: 
Secrets from the Underbelly is the 
updated version of my 2006 debut 
novel, and it’s the first time as an 
ebook. I added a special new 
character, Taylor’s best friend, who is 
struggling to become a mom. When I 
re-read the story in 2011, I knew it 
could be better. I felt it needed another 
layer and that was the perspective of a 
woman who could not conceive but 
desperately wanted to be a mom. I 
have many friends who struggled with 
fertility and it felt right to include that 
aspect in this updated story.

SHARED BY JAMMIE KERN
Jammie Kern is the author of the 
short story, “Ryann in the Sky,” the 
debut myth in the young adult 
Mythology High series. She 
modernizes Orion. Jammie is the 
mom of two and lives in NE 
Oklahoma. 

Find out more about Mythology 
High here. 

What readers are saying:

“An emotional roller coaster ride.” – Library 
Journal

“You can tell a mother wrote this. People say you 
don't understand until you become a mother and 
it’s absolutely true.”

“Stay-at-home moms, working moms, and 
mothers who are unable to conceive are all 
represented in this great book. The Stork Reality 
had me laughing, crying, and unable to put it 
down.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM THE STORK REALITY

 Month One: A Pea in the Pod

Chapter 1
It began as a simple worry, one day creeping into the next with no sign of the usual aches and pains 

that signaled my natural cycle as a healthy, vibrant twenty-eight-year old. On about the third day or so, 
worry morphed into fear that I had fretted my period clear away, contracted some terrible disease that 
killed my cycle, or, worse, been knocked up. As if I needed more drama, a thunderstorm punctuated my 
mission.

Despite the lunch-hour downpour, I forced myself to go where I had never gone before: back to the 
far corner of the neighborhood drug store, past an assortment of condoms promising more pleasure, 
more lubrication and more colors; past feminine hygiene products promising to make me "feel fresh 
again” to the rows of neatly hanging pregnancy tests. 

Thunder cracked overhead, rain hammered the roof. Flashes of lightning illuminated the store. The 
smell of plastic and medicine and the blare of cheesy pop music made me dizzy. 

I reached for the ledge for support, sending boxes of stacked tests tumbling to the ground. The 
models on the boxes stared up at me from the floor. Four brands, four different models, all the same 
expression: not elation, not panic, just solemn wonder. They had each tried to capture that point of not 
knowing, the moment between singular existence and motherhood. They were all me.

The burly pharmacist, scooping pills onto his metal tray, sneered at me with interest, but didn't offer 
assistance. Sure, he was fine with the aisles containing powder for athlete’s foot, diapers for 
incontinence, even cream for jock itch, but all things in aisle G made the man squirm and turn away. He 
would have nothing to do with me, fumbling with boxes claiming ninety-nine percent accuracy or the 
pimple-faced teenager staring hopefully at the condoms.

Assuredly, the young man snatched one, turned to me with a raised arm, and strutted toward the 
checkout line. I had neither hope nor confidence about what my purchase would bring.

Still lightheaded, I scanned the back of a box. Urine sample. Results in less than five minutes. One 
line meant I would continue a chaotic career-driven existence. Two lines meant I would need to 
reevaluate my place in the universe, baby on board.

My phone buzzed in my purse, and looking for a distraction, any distraction, I answered it. 
“Wish me luck,” my best friend Hilarie sang into my ear.
Shit. Her test. As in, nearly the same one, only way more techie after two unsuccessful in vetro 

fertilizations and one miscarriage. Obviously, we wanted opposite results. I needed one line, she wanted 
two. 

...

To read more get STORK in trade paperback or ebook: B&N or Amazon Kindle store

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stork-reality-malena-lott/1007687812?ean=2940013890572&itm=1&usri=the+stork+reality%3a+secrets+from+the+underbelly
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stork-reality-malena-lott/1007687812?ean=2940013890572&itm=1&usri=the+stork+reality%3a+secrets+from+the+underbelly
http://www.amazon.com/Stork-Reality-Secrets-Underbelly-ebook/dp/B007DZT0EC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1330533803&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Stork-Reality-Secrets-Underbelly-ebook/dp/B007DZT0EC/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1330533803&sr=1-1
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Dating da Vinci
A gorgeous young Italian, 
with nowhere to go . . .

His name just happens to be 
Leonardo da Vinci. When he 
walks into Ramona Elise's 
English class, he's a twenty-
five-year-old immigrant, 
struggling to forge a new life 
in America - but he's lonely, 
has nowhere to live, and 
barely speaks English . . .

She knows she shouldn't 
take him home . . .

Picking up the pieces of her 
life after the death of her 
beloved husband, linguist 
and teacher Ramona Elise 
can't help but be charmed by 
her gorgeous new student. 
And when he calls her "Mona 
Lisa" she just about loses her 
heart . . .

Author Note:

Not gonna lie: I’m in love 
with Leonardo da Vinci. I’ve 
read his notebooks, studied 
him, even named our 
planning room at my former 
ad agency, “the DaVinci 
Den.” Ramona is my 
exploration of loss and the 
journey to find a new kind of 
normal. I also had great fun 
playing with the meaning of 
language - words and body 
language. You will also catch 
up with Ramona in THE LAST 
RESORT: A NOVELLA but you 
might want to read da Vinci 
first.  

What readers are saying:

"Delightfully affirming romance!" - Booklist

"Malena Lott's charming, heartfelt novel about 
how grieving widow Ramona Elise gets her 
groove back will have you cheering bravissimo 
as she experiences her own Renaissance, 
courtesy of one very hot Leonardo da Vinci."
- Jenny Gardiner, award-winning author of 
Sleeping with Ward Cleaver

“An uplifting tale beautifully written. ”
- bestselling author Marie Force  

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/review/R2CUM26BSO89GO/ref=cm_cr_quotes_dprb_0?ie=UTF8&ASIN=140221393X&nodeID=283155&store=books
http://www.amazon.com/review/R2CUM26BSO89GO/ref=cm_cr_quotes_dprb_0?ie=UTF8&ASIN=140221393X&nodeID=283155&store=books
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SAMPLE FROM DATING DA VINCI

Chapter One

I never intended to take home da Vinci. 
I don’t mean “a da Vinci” as in a reproduction of the man’s art, best known for his Mona Lisa and 

Last Supper paintings. I mean to say I took home Leonardo da Vinci, the living, breathing man; only not 
that man, the genius from the fifteenth century, but a young Italian immigrant who shared his name in 
modern day Austin, Texas.

It is far more accurate to say I took home Italian for dinner.
It began innocently enough, with me breaking my rule yet again not to get involved with a student, 

but I assure you I had never gotten this involved before. 
My students, all adults ranging in age from their twenties to their sixties, shuffled into the cramped 

classroom with the wide-eyed wonder of children on the first day of school. I smoothed my blonde hair 
behind my ear and reviewed the student roster on my clipboard: eight students, five languages. Of the 
6,912 known living languages in the world, I had personally encountered fifty in my role as an English 
language instructor to immigrants (including those speaking languages most Americans had never heard 
of, like Balochi, Dari, Pashto, and Tajik.) But it wasn’t an unfamiliar language that caused me to catch  
my breath. It was a name, jumping off the page like a typo or emblazoned in lights on a marquee. The 
usual: Miguel, Margarita, Jesus - Spanish; Helena - Swahili; Jayesh - Farsi; Penelope - French. And 
lastly, the one that caused the hair on the back of my neck to stand: Leonardo da Vinci - Italian. 

My best friend says that funny tickle is the breeze of fate telling you your life is about to change, 
but I’d been walking around in a fog so long I barely noticed. 

...

To read DATING DA VINCI, get it in trade paperback or ebook:  Amazon or B & N

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/Dating-DaVinci-ebook/dp/B001QL5MT6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1356544226&sr=8-2&keywords=dating+da+vinci
http://www.amazon.com/Dating-DaVinci-ebook/dp/B001QL5MT6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1356544226&sr=8-2&keywords=dating+da+vinci
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dating-da-vinci-malena-lott/1100202312?ean=9781402213939
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dating-da-vinci-malena-lott/1100202312?ean=9781402213939
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LIFE’S A BEACH: A 
NOVELLA

Avery Stone wants a dream 

proposal on the beaches of 

Mexico. Georgia wants that 

uneasy feeling about her 

“second honeymoon” to go 

away. Both get more than 

they bargained for in this 

humorous novella about 

friendship, fate and all the 

ways the universe gives us 

what we need when we least 

expect it.

Author Note: 

Life’s a Beach was inspired 
by wanting to write a literal 
beach read and explore the 
Law of Attraction and karma. 
It’s probably my most playful 
story and since it’s a novella, 
it’s a fast, fun read. If you 
want a light read set on a 
beach - with a surprise twist 
- this is it. 

What readers are saying:

Fun and Fast “I loved this book. It had great 
characters with a surprise ending! It’s a perfect 
summer book. I highly recommend reading this 
TODAY!”

“I love the contrasts in the characters, their quick 
bond, and understood and enjoyed their dilemmas.”

“A lean, breezy novel that will entertain, teach 
and I promise surprise you.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM LIFE’S A BEACH: A NOVELLA

Chapter 1

	
 After years of feeling like the universe had it in for her, Avery Stone was finally getting what was 
coming to her. 
	
 She stepped off the plane in Mexico feeling like a celebrity, complete with platform heels, a floral 
sundress, large round sunglasses and a lime green sunhat – a wardrobe she'd first pieced together on her 
vision board. 

All those hours of cutting, gluing, wishing and hoping were all paying off. Her vision board had 
manifested into the life she’d always dreamed, one not-so-random act at a time, beginning with this 
tropical vacation, which had been pasted in the bottom right hand corner for more than a year. 

Life was, at last, good.  
With a smile recently brightened by a week of Crest Whitestrips, she maneuvered the final step as 

a strong gust blew the hat clean off her head and down the tarmac. 
"Oh, bullwinkle!" she yelled, her creative curse causing the young couple behind her to laugh. 
Avery watched as it skidded the runway, catching air before landing again and taking off as it 

became a speck in the distance. 
With a shrug, she turned back to the couple. "It's just a hat, right?" she said, trying to stay positive. 
She refused to see it as an omen that things may not go as planned. Perhaps the universe was 

giving her a sign that the hat looked ridiculous on her. Yes, far better to believe the universe was doing 
her a favor. 

But if that was so, why had she and the hat been brought together at the garage sale two weeks 
before? And that it had exactly matched the one on her vision board? 

That’s what you get for trying to be someone you’re not, she heard her mother’s voice in her head. 
For all she knew, it was her mama straight from heaven who sent it airborne.

The bronzed women in the travel ads always wore billowy hats and large sunglasses on the 
beaches, though her little brother said they made her look the Fly. Being fashionable had never been 
Avery’s forte. Since her skin was as white as the Abominable Snowman, she figured the least she could do 
was accessorize. 

The important thing was she was in Mexico, finally getting the vacation getaway her boyfriend 
had promised. “We're not in Kansas, anymore, Toto,” she muttered to herself with a smile, imagining four 
days of sex, sangrias and white sand. 

 The only beach she'd stepped foot on in her twenty-five years was man-made – nothing like the 
raw beauty of Playa del Carmen. 

...

Hit the beach at  Amazon or B&N.

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.amazon.com/Lifes-a-Beach-ebook/dp/B0053181HU/ref=sr_1_2?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1338481785&sr=1-2
http://www.amazon.com/Lifes-a-Beach-ebook/dp/B0053181HU/ref=sr_1_2?s=digital-text&ie=UTF8&qid=1338481785&sr=1-2
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lifes-a-beach-malena-lott/1116309121?ean=2940148554936
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THE LAST RESORT

Summer, sisterhood and 
sacred answers in paradise. 

Lott’s latest brings all of her 
main characters together at a 
mojo conference for women at 
a luxury resort in Maui. Mojo 
and fitness guru, Rachel 
Woods, takes the women 
through adventures on the 
magic island to discover their 
deepest desires and fears. 
Readers will catch up with 
Ramona (Dating da Vinci) who 
must decide if she’s really 
ready to commit to workaholic 
Taylor (The Stork Reality), 
Macy (Fixer Upper) deciding 
which path will lead her to 
ultimate success, Georgia 
(Life’s a Beach) who is going 
through an identity crisis and 
Kelly, who has her own 
novel, Something New, that 
followed this novella, was 
dumped by her live-in 
boyfriend the day before the 
retreat. Can they find their 
mojo before it’s too late?

Author note: 
Readers often ask me, 
“whatever happened to” so 
when this idea struck to have a 
mojo conference in Maui I 
knew I could bring all of my 
characters back together in 
(hopefully!) a believable way. I 
loved finding out what came 
next for my characters, too! 

What readers are saying:

“The Last Resort explores the bonds of sisterhood 
and the innate strength of women, a strength that is 
only fully embraced when a woman fully embraces 
her individuality.”

I really enjoyed the motivational retreat aspect of this 
story, I have never actually been on a retreat but 
found myself being inspired by Rachel's Mojo. I also 
feel in love with several of the characters, I plan on 
going back and reading several of the other books.” - 
Eastern Sunset Reads

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM THE LAST RESORT: A NOVELLA

Chapter 1

Kaanapali Beach, Maui

Rachel watched the white crest of the wave gather strength and climb until it was nearly nine feet 
above her head and less than twenty yards from where she stood in the ocean. The blue-green water 
tickled the back of her knees, just below the hem of the floral dress she’d bought to welcome her guests 
at the conference.

She debated letting the wave wash over her, but that would mean the hour she’d spent on her hair 
and makeup would be ruined and no one would get to see her new dress. She’d smell of salt and sand 
and, likely, fish. Letting her eyes drift close, she thought of Venus, goddess of the sea, emerging from the 
clamshell with glorious waving hair and the power to tackle the world. 

Feeling the rush of the oncoming swell, she stepped back, her feet sinking into the silky sand, and 
then listened to the crash of the wave as it fell at her knees like an offering of cut diamonds. The water 
rose up to her thighs, but she lifted her skirt and walked back, safely out of the water and onto the pristine 
beach.

As she faced the luxury hotel, she saw her sister, Ramona, watching her from their lanai, Ramona’s 
arms crossed, likely wondering what Rachel could possibly be doing out in the water a half hour before 
three hundred women were to arrive at the Mojo in Maui conference. Her mojo conference, at that. 

Perhaps she’d stood at the door of the ocean searching for her own mojo, or, at the very least, 
harnessing that Venus power to get her through the next four days. One last time, she thought.

On the long flight over from the mainland, her sister had told her about the genealogy of Maui, the 
Polynesian demi-god who’d used a magic hook to pull the islands out of the deep waters, raising the sky, 
finding fire and making the land habitable for man. 

A magic hook, Rachel thought. That’s what this whole conference was about. 
Ramona tapped her watch, never one to be late, or God forbid, let her sister be late. Rachel nodded 

and waved, a signal to tell her sister everything was fine, adding her trademark toothy smile as an 
exclamation mark to her message. “A smile sets the world at ease,” she’d written in her last book. 

Now she was the one who needed the reminder.
...

Get more of their Maui adventure on  Amazon or Barnes & Noble.

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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DANCE MOM SURVIVAL 
GUIDE: GROWING A GREAT 
DANCER WITHOUT LOSING 
YOUR MIND

Two dance moms. One crazy 
dance world. A humorous and 
helpful guidebook for parents of 
dancers, written by two dance 
moms who have not only “been 
there,” but “are there!” Lott and 
Martin talked to dance moms 
across the country, dance 
professors, a psychologist, and 
instructors, to bring the stage 
lights directly on the difficulties 
and joys of raising a dancer and 
helping them be successful. Is it 
anything like reality TV? —the 
role of a dance mom —the 
healthy dancer —the leap from 
dancer to team or company 
dancer —time and financial 
investment —improving 
communication —dance manners 
—camps, conventions and 
competitions —dance statistics —
dealing with mistakes —how to 
make dance fun for moms Dance 
moms with dancers of all ages 
and stages will find useful 
information to help on the 
journey from dance class to 
stage star.

Author Note: Dance Mom is the 
first non-fiction book I’ve written 
and the first book I’ve co-
authored. I loved working with 
real-life dance mom BFF Jill 
Martin on it and hope readers 
find it helpful. We learned a lot 
ourselves - and continue to do 
so! Parenting is hard and when 
you venture into unknown 
waters, it’s even scarier. But, 
wow, we love watching our girls 
dance. A complete joy. 

What readers are saying:

“Having a daughter who is wanting to audition for 
company in the fall, I found this book very helpful to 
really know what I'm getting myself into! Plus it was 
light and fun to read.”

“extremely accurate, helpful and full of great 
information...This guide addresses many concerns a 
mom might have about things from time commitment 
and financial requirements, to costumes, competition, 
manners, and attitudes. A great resource for anyone 
who has a daughter that loves to dance!”

“The checklists and budgeting worksheet were useful. 
I also appreciated the perspectives from different 
moms, educators and medical professionals.”

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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SAMPLE FROM DANCE MOM SURVIVAL GUIDE

Table of Contents
1. First Steps in the Dance World    7
2. The Role of a Dance Mom    15
3. Dressing a Dancer     25
4. The Healthy Dancer    38
5. First Leap – From Dancer to Team or Company 48
6. How Much is this Going to Cost?   57
7. Away We Go! Camps, Conventions, Competitions 61
8. Communication is Key    71
9. Dance Manners – The Golden Rule and Then Some 75
10. Emotional Roller Coaster Ride – Mistakes & More 78
11. Down the Road – College and Dancing Professionally 83
12. Dance Moms Just Wanna Have Fun   91

...
Why a dance mom advice book? Why us?
Jill and I decided to write an advice book because we were constantly asking each other – and dance 

moms who are way more experienced than us – these issues posed in the book. Our first years with 
company dance daughters were a bit overwhelming. Imagine two dance moms fish-flopping our way 
through competition season (okay, not that fish-flop  that our dancers can do! The kind where we’re out of 
our element.) We don’t think you have to be a fish out of water so we’re passing along the advice we’ve 
gathered from experts in the field including dance instructors, a dance professor, a psychologist, other 
dance moms and even dancers themselves. 

We’ve gathered research on dance and also have included some fun lists we think you can relate to, 
or will relate to someday. The sub-title of the book says it all: growing a great dancer without losing your 
mind. Kids do that to us already. Let’s keep what we have left.

We welcome you to the sisterhood of dance moms. We’re sitting on our hineys right along with you, 
and proudly chauffeuring and cheering our dancers on. We swear it’s not as dramatic as the reality TV 
shows, but the emotions are real and the time is intensive. The book is meant to be both humorous and 
helpful. We hope you’ll agree. Bling. It. On. 

Get the dance mom 411 in paperback or ebook at Amazon | Barnes & Noble

http://www.malenalott.com
http://www.malenalott.com
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The Pool Boy: A Short 
Story, featured exclusively 
on Amazon in the Kindle 
store about the Lonely 
Hearts Book Club in 
Grapevine, Texas and the 
pool boy who shakes up 
their summer. A “smexy” 
read – smart, sexy and 
hopefully, empowering.

Hope Floats is a collection 
of  four short stories about 
loss and living on and two 
essays on grief  and grace.
“The New Year’s Box”
“The Happy Place”
“Snowflakes and Stones”
“Pockets of  Hope” and 
two essays, “On Mother 
Loss” and “Grief, Guns 
and Grace.” Amazon

NOW ABOUT THOSE 
FREE EBOOKS!
How do you find out about new books 
to read? For many, it’s because of a 
referral from a friend or a 
recommendation on social media or 
another website. I’d love your help on 
spreading the buzz about my books, 
and I’d like to thank you with a free 
ebook. You can choose between my 
short story anthology on love and 
loss, HOPE FLOATS, or get my sexy 
summer short story, THE POOL BOY. 
Here’s what you do:
1. Like my Author Page (http://

facebook.com/malenalottbooks)
2. Share this message: Love to read?

Free download of Malena Lott’s 
story sampler and how to get a free 
ebook. http://malenalott.com

3. TAG me in the Facebook message 
(use @Malena Lott -Author and it 
should pop up) or @malenalott on 
Twitter.

4. Lastly, email me at 
malenalott@me.com and tell me 
WHICH free ebook you’d like. 
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Amazon | B & N Amazon | B & N Amazon | B & N Amazon | B & N

Quick Clicks! ~Enjoy the reads~ 

Amazon | B & N Amazon or B & N Amazon or B & NAmazon | B & N

Amazon or B & N 
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http://www.amazon.com/Family-Charms-Novel-Malena-Lott/dp/1938493125/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375622920&sr=1-1&keywords=family+charms
http://www.amazon.com/Family-Charms-Novel-Malena-Lott/dp/1938493125/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1375622920&sr=1-1&keywords=family+charms
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/family-charms-malena-lott/1116010134?ean=9781938493126
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/family-charms-malena-lott/1116010134?ean=9781938493126
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FLY SISTERHOOD TOUR 2013
This summer I went on a 5 city sisterhood tour to celebrate my 5th women’s fiction 
novel and the theme of sisterhood and flight in both Family Charms and Twin Falls. I 
LOVE connecting with friends and readers! 
Let’s do it again soon.  Lit love,  Malena

Woodward

Oklahoma City

Wichita, KS

Tulsa, OK

Frisco, Texas
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